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Senate

The Senate was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 9, 2021, at 3 p.m.

House of Representatives

The House met at noon and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mrs. DINGELL).

———

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTIVES,
Washington, DC, March 8, 2021.

I hereby appoint the Honorable DEBBIE
DINGELL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

NANCY PELOSI,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

———

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.

The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties, with time equally
allocated between the parties and each
Member other than the majority and
minority leaders and the minority
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50
p.m.

—————

LET’S NOT RESTRICT AMERICANS’
FREEDOMS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes.

MoNDAY, MARCH 8, 2021

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam
Speaker, here in this Chamber, I have
pledged to support and defend the
United States Constitution in its en-
tirety. The Second Amendment is a
key tenet of the U.S. Constitution and
Americans’ inalienable rights.

The right to keep and bear arms is a
basic freedom that was enshrined in
law by the Framers of our Constitu-
tion, the leaders who overcame tyr-
anny to form a representative govern-
ment of, by, and for the people. More
than two centuries later, their extraor-
dinary vision for our country still en-
dures.

In Congress, it is our job to uphold
the Constitution and to protect Ameri-
cans’ fundamental rights. Yet, this
week, the House will consider radical
legislation that would encroach on citi-
zens’ freedoms while doing so little to
prevent mass shootings or illicit vio-
lence. If enacted, both H.R. 8 and H.R.
1446 would impose restrictive back-
ground checks and unnecessarily bur-
den law-abiding gun owners.

Thanks to the work of the previous
administration and Republicans in
Congress, our Nation already has safe-
guards in place to prevent wrongdoers
from acquiring firearms. Rather than
impose new restrictions, we should
work together to ensure that the cur-
rent laws on the books are enforced.

Instead of attempting to defund the
police, we should equip our law en-
forcement officers with the necessary
resources and training that they need
to identify and respond to threats.
Rather than make criminals out of
law-abiding citizens, we should in-

crease penalties for those who break
the law. These are commonsense steps
that would save lives and protect con-
stitutional rights of citizens in my
home State of Pennsylvania and across
our country.

In recent months, I have heard from
hundreds of Pennsylvanians who are
concerned by the mounting attacks on
the Second Amendment. I share these
concerns, and I will continue to oppose
any attempts to restrict Americans’
lawful gun rights. Unfortunately, the
majority is set on restricting Ameri-
cans’ personal freedoms and propelling
an extreme agenda. This playbook is
not the answer.

Right now, Congress should be fo-
cused on crushing the pandemic, get-
ting Americans back to work, allowing
our kids to safely return to the class-
room. Instead of attacking Americans’
constitutional rights, we could be mak-
ing real progress on accelerating vac-
cine production, rebuilding our econ-
omy, and restoring our American way
of life.

As we consider H.R. 8 and H.R. 1446
this week, I urge all of my colleagues
to reject this challenge to our Con-
stitution, to uphold Americans’ intrin-
sic freedoms, and return this body to
good-faith legislating that drives re-
sults for all of the American people.

————

HONORING THE LIFE OF ROBERT
HOLTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Nebraska (Mr. BACON) for 5 minutes.
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